Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 1 23 1 05 
ORIGIN NEA- II 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 PPT-OI CA-OI CIAE-00 INR-IO NSAE-00 
SY-05 DODE-00 SCS-06 ICA-II /046 R 

DRAETED BY NEA/ARN:LPOPE:PDW 
APPROVED BY NEA/ARN:MDRAPER 

106650 I52009Z/65 

R 15I934ZMAY78 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE I23I05 

E.O. II652: GDS 
TAGS: CASC, LE 

SUBJECT: WARNINGS TO U.S. TRAVELERS 

REF: STATE 76978 

1 . THE DEATH BY VIOLENCE OF A YOUNG AMERICAN OUTSIDE 
BEIRUT MAY 10 RAISES THE QUESTION OE WHETHER OUR GUIDANCE 
TO U.S. TRAVELERS TO LEBANON IS ADEQUATE. IN ADDITION TO 
THE WARNING IN REFTEL, WHICH IS MEANT TO BE USED ON AN IE 
ASKED BASIS, A CIRCULAR NOTICE POSTED AT PASSPORT OFEICES 
WARNS THAT "SECURITY CONDITIONS ARE UNSETTLED IN SOME PARTS 
OP LEBANON, PARTICULARLY IN THE SOUTH OP THE COUNTRY, AND 
U.S. CITIZENS ARE ENCOURAGED TO CONSULT THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY IN BEIRUT BEFORE ATTEMPTING TO TRAVEL TO THESE 
AREAS." MILITARY PERSONNEL ARE OPFICI'LLY DISCOURAGED PROM 
TRAVELLING TO LEBANON. 

2. IN ADDITION TO STRENGTHENING THE LANGUAGE IN THE 
CIRCULAR TO PASSPORT OPPICES (AND NEW LANGUAGE WILL TAKE 
SOME TIME TO BE DISTRIBUTED), WE COULD ISSUE A PORMAL 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 1 23 1 05 

DEPARTMENT TRAVEL ADVISORY WARNING AGAINST ALL TRAVEL TO 
LEBANON. DEPARTMENT DOES NOT BELIEVE THIS STEP IS 
WARRANTED BY CURRENT SECURITY CONDITIONS. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY VIEWS. VANCE 
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